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Committee on the Scottish Government Handling of Harassment Complaints 
  
John Swinney MSP 
Deputy First Minister 
 
 
 
 
BY EMAIL 

c/o Clerk to the Committee  
Room T1.03  

The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh  
EH99 1SP  

 
SGHHC@parliament.scot  

      
12 November 2020 

 
Dear Mr Swinney, 
 
In my letter dated 6 November the Committee requested a timeline or written 
submission giving information on the process undertaken by the Scottish Government 
in investigating the complaints. This is needed to enable the Committee to progress 
its scrutiny on the complaints handling process in the absence of the tranche of 
documents that have been delayed.  
 
As set out in that letter, the Committee considers the delay to the documentation for 
the complaints handling tranche to be unacceptable given the time the Scottish 
Government has had to progress the provision of these records.  
 
In relation to your suggestion that the Scottish Government goes to court to seek 

permission to release certain documents, this delays the sharing of the relevant 

evidence with the Committee. As covered in my letter of 6 November the Committee 

does not consider that this is necessary: 

 

“The Committee confirmed in its letter of 12 October 2020 that it is not 
seeking, nor does it require the Government to seek, documents the Court 
cannot release without a court order that relate to the specifics of the 
complaints raised against Mr Salmond.” 

 
The Committee must fulfil its responsibility to report findings to Parliament that will 
enable the Scottish Government to bring about meaningful improvements in its 
processes and its practices. The Committee is considering moving to oral evidence 
taking on the complaints handling process in the absence of relevant documentation 
and this is likely to mean that Scottish Government officials will need to spend more 
time in Committee covering matters in person that should have been covered by the 
Scottish Government’s written statement and associated documentation. The 
Committee has evidence from the inquiry phases on the development of the 
procedure and the judicial review and other sources of information it can draw upon 
to inform these sessions. 
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The Committee notes that your letter dated 6 November provides details of the 
involvement of the PPS to the First Minister.  The Committee wants to know why this 
is the first time this information has been given to the Committee, including why it did 
not feature in the Scottish Government’s chronology of events relating to the 
development of the Scottish Government’s harassment policy. The interaction 
between other officials and the complainants was referenced so the Committee fails 
to understand why this interaction was never mentioned. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Linda Fabiani MSP  
Convener, Committee on the Scottish Government Handling of Harassment 
Complaints   
 
 


